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Opening Comments: 
We applaud the production of this detailed and well thought-out plan. Six years ago 

we submitted our concerns with respect to the removal of the statutory requirements 

for management plans under Nature Conservation and Other Legislation Amendment 

Bill (No. 2) 2013, so the appearance of this new plan for Mt Coolum is most welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Australian Climbing Association (Qld) Inc is not a climbing club, but an umbrella 
organisation for Queensland climbing clubs. 

Our mission is the promotion of recreational climbing through a focus on access 
issues.   

We are the official point of contact between QPWS and the climbing community. 

You can read our mission statement on our website. http://www.qldclimb.org.au/ 

 

http://www.qldclimb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/ACAQ-NCA-Amendment-Submission.pdf
http://www.qldclimb.org.au/
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Draft Visitor Strategy: 

Section 2.2:  Management Direction 

Improved knowledge: 
“Improve understanding of how the rock climbing site is used. 4 (2020)” 

 

In the Park Overview section of the Draft Management Plan 2019 it is stated –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an accurate description of the current climbing site. It is certainly unique, not 

only for Queensland, but for all of Australia. However, it needs to be understood that 

there are significant climbing opportunities on the mountain that are currently 

undeveloped. We need not go into the reasons for the lack of development here, but, 

from a planning point of view, the availability of these resources needs to be 

considered against the type and availability of other opportunities in the immediate 

region. It is difficult to consider Mt Coolum in isolation from Mt Ninderry, Mt 

Tinbeerwah and Mt Cooroora.  

 

Currently we don’t see the uptake rate of climbing at this cluster being an immediate 

cause for concern so the priority setting is probably about right. But a wider overview 

is definitely needed for future generations. 

 

Overall approach to facility maintenance 
“Continue to work with Sunshine Coast Council to address issues outside and 

surrounding Mount Coolum National Park, including access to toilet facilities, car 

parking and traffic management. Maintain current approach to facilities 

maintenance. M” 

 

We appreciate the difficulties of making this sort of cooperation between local and 

State governments happen. But this is just one of a number of cases where such 

cooperation is vital to the livelihood of the National Parks. There is substantial road-

reserve under SCC management that could be used more creatively to provide 

facilities without cutting into the last remnants of valuable bushland of the park. It 

should be noted that two petitions were tabled in Parliament at roughly the same time 

in October 2015, one with 616 signatures and another with 504 signatures requesting 

that something be done about the lack of facilities. 

 

Some three years later we ask that the State do whatever they can to make this 

happen. 

 

The national park also contains one of the 

highest quality rock-climbing sites in 

Queensland. “The Cave”, situated on the east 

face of the mountain, is a steeply overhanging 

wall providing all-weather climbing for skilled 

rock climbers. The routes here are all sport 

climbs or boulder problems with a high degree 

of difficulty. 
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Section 2.4: Other Values 

Rock climbing 
“Facilitate meetings with Kabi Kabi First Nation and the Australian Climbing 

Association (Qld) Inc (ACAQ) to ensure current and future rock climbing activities do 

not impact cultural heritage values. 1 (2019)” 

 

We understand that Kabi Kabi First Nation (QC2018/007), as registered native title 

claimant, are the aboriginal party for the purposes of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Act (2003), and that all persons, including the land manager, have a statutory duty of 

care to avoid any action that might cause loss of cultural heritage. We are most 

willing to work with KKFN, within the framework of the Act, to ensure the best 

possible outcome for all parties. 

 

 

Maintain current rock climbing opportunities by working with the ACAQ, local rock 

climbing representatives and climbers. M 

 

We are always happy to work with the department on matters concerning this most 

important crag. 

 

 

Maintain current climbing routes, access to routes and level of use, while avoiding 

new impacts, by working closely with ACAQ. 3 (2019)  

 

In the short term this is feasible. In the longer term, it is important to consider what 

Coolum offers as part of the mix of climbing opportunities presented by other regional 

crags. Not all climbers are cave-style climbers, and with growing demand for less 

steep climbing in the region, pressure will mount to develop the large slab to the right 

of the cave. Importantly, development of this new section would not adversely affect 

the summit environment, as no climbers would need to enter the summit area to either 

set up for, or exit any new climbing routes on this slab. 

 

Section 3.1: Visitor management zones and sites 
 

 
 

We have no objection to the use of zoning as a management tool. However, we wish 

to point out that there is no formal MOU in force between QPWS and ACAQ. In 

September of 2012, a formal document was prepared which, in the most part, was 

commendable in its aspirations. However, ACAQ never ratified it because the 

executive felt they lacked the authority to commit future generations of climbers to a 

moratorium on climbing outside the cave, when no good reason could be advanced as 

to how such activity would contravene the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Qld). 

 

However it is fair to say that the climbing community has abided by an informal 
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agreement struck some years before that date. That agreement included an 

undertaking not to climb outside the Cave. 

 

 

Draft Resource Information: 
 

2.1.1 Significant regional ecosystems 
This is also the nesting site of a pair of peregrine falcons Falco peregrinus, one of 25 

to 35 pairs remaining in southeast Queensland. Rock climbing is restricted to the 

special activity area due to the presence of these falcons and the fragile vegetation 

communities. 

 

The above is fundamentally incorrect. The climbing community are proactive in 

matters of natural values, and probably have as good an idea of the R & T species that 

inhabit the areas they climb as anyone. 

 

We keep falcon nesting records for all of the crags that provide nest sites for falcons. 

For Coolum, our records go back to 2012, and, apart from 2014, they have always 

nested on a ledge we call Camp 3, which is right in the middle of the Cave. We 

normally issue a notice the first week in September to ask climbers to keep off the few 

climbs that would bring them into line of sight of the known nest site. 

 

We don’t mind the designation of the special activity area, but would question its 

purpose given that year on year the falcons have chosen to nest in the middle of it.  

 

The same applies to fragile vegetation communities. The Cave itself is naturally 

devoid of vegetation. The cliffs outside of the Cave have the usual species that thrive 

on the volcanic rocks of SEQ. None of the the R & T species are cliff-dwelling and 

would not be threatened by climbing activity. The montane heath is at the top of the 

mountain not the bottom. Climbers have no interest in “topping out” climbs onto the 

sensitive montane heath. 

 

 

 

 


