
ACAQ RARE AND THREATENED FLORA AND FAUNA MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

FLINDERS PEAK AND ENVIRONS 
 

A number of rare and threatened flora and fauna are known from Flinders Peak and environs. The flora 
species known by ACAQ to occur within the Flinders Peak area and environs are: Cupaniopsis tomentella, 
Marsdenia coronata, Notelaea lloydii and Planchonella eerwah. These species are listed on both the 
Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Planchonella eerwah – endangered; Cupaniopsis tomentella, 
Marsdenia coronata and Notelaea lloydii – vulnerable) and some also complimentarily on the 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Planchonella eerwah – 
endangered; Cupaniopsis tomentella, and Notelaea lloydii – vulnerable). 
 

There are also a number of other Priority Species of flora recorded from this area: Burmannia disticha, 
Hygrophila angustifolia, Swainsona queenslandica and Tiflorensia cameronii. None of the latter Priority 
Species are considered to require specific management with respect to any activities of ACAQ members. 
 

Fauna species recorded from the same area, but many of these are highly mobile and unlikely to be 
negatively impacted by any form of permissible recreational activity, but some species do occur in area 
utilised by the public including: Acanthophis antarcticus common death adder (listed as Near Threatened 
under the  Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992; Dasyurus maculatus maculatus spotted-tailed quoll 
(southern subspecies) (listed as Vulnerable under the  Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992 and 
Endangered under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; 
and,  Petrogale penicillata brush-tailed rock-wallaby (listed as Vulnerable under both the  Queensland 
Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999). 
 

FLORA SPECIES PROFILES 
 

The following four species profiles detail the ACAQ understanding of the autecology of the aforementioned 
rare and threatened flora recorded from Flinders Peak area and environs. 
 

Cupaniopsis tomentella 

 
Cupaniopsis tomentella adjacent to a management fire trial southeast of the peak of Flinders Peak. 



 

This vine forest species is occasionally found in more open plant communities as the fruit are bird dispersed 
and in less frequently burnt areas it can establish, albeit briefly, as it is fire intolerant. There are no patches 
of vine forest that could be expected to be impacted by any activities of ACAQ members. None of the 
known populations of Cupaniopsis tomentella on Flinders Peak occupy steep slopes that would be of 
interest to climbers. 
 

Marsdenia coronata 

 
Marsdenia coronata from Mangroves to Mountains currently being updated by Glenn Leiper and SGAP. 
 

This vine is found in the open forests of the Flinders Peak region. It was observed during vegetation 
mapping exercises for Ipswich City Council across a range of habitats, including growing on the base of 
power transmission towers near Spring Mountain (LAMR, 1999 – “Review of Ipswich City Council Nature 
Conservation Strategy and Management plans for Flinder’s Peak, White Rock and Spring Mountain.”  
 

The known populations of Marsdenia coronata are not in an area that has any access or relevance to the 
activities of the climbing community. Climbers are aware of this species and will record any new 
populations should they encounter them during their approaches to the climbing areas of the Flinders Peak 
area. 
 

Notelaea lloydii 

 
Notelaea lloydii in the population near the endangered Notelaea ipsviciencis. 



 

This low shrub occurs widely across Ipswich City Council but there are records near Ivorys Rock and Mt 
Blaine close to Flinders Peak. Notelaea lloydii is not in an area that has any access or relevance to the 
activities of the climbing community. Climbers are aware of this species and will record any new 
populations should they encounter them during their approaches to the climbing areas of the Flinders Peak 
area. 
  

Planchonella eerwah 

 
Planchonella eerwah fruiting branch. 
 

Like Cupaniopsis tomentella, this vine forest species is occasionally found in more open plant communities 
as the fruit are bird dispersed and in less frequently burnt areas it can establish, albeit briefly, as it is fire 
intolerant. There are no patches of vine forest that could be expected to be impacted by any activities of 
ACAQ members. None of the known populations of Planchonella eerwah in the Flinders Peak occupy steep 
slopes that would be of interest to climbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FAUNA SPECIES PROFILES 
 

Three fauna species are profiled below: 
 

1. Acanthophis antarcticus common death adder (listed as Near Threatened under the  Queensland 
Nature Conservation Act 1992; 

2. Dasyurus maculatus maculatus spotted-tailed quoll (southern subspecies) (listed as Vulnerable 
under the  Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992 and Endangered under the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; and, 

3.  Petrogale penicillata brush-tailed rock-wallaby. 
 

Acanthophis antarcticus common death adder (listed as Near Threatened under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992 

 

Rufous form with most of the Flinders Peak forms being slate grey and hence more camouflaged. 
 

This cryptic, but highly venomous reptile is seldom seen. It is reported to have one of the fastest reflexes in 
the animal kingdom and hunts by stealth and is not aggressive so is not a threat to humans. It is a species 
familiar to the climbing community and any records of this species would be recorded by climbers should 
they encounter them during their approaches to the climbing areas of the Flinders Peak area. 
 

Dasyurus maculatus maculatus spotted-tailed quoll (southern subspecies) (listed as Vulnerable under the 
Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992 and Endangered under the Commonwealth Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

 

This elusive nocturnal mammal is most identified by its scat. 



The southern subspecies of the Spotted-tail Quoll appears to be making a resurgence in south-east 
Queensland after a time when it was considered was headed towards local extinction in recent years. 
Climbers will report any observations to the Quoll Seekers Network” 
(http://www.wildlife.org.au/projects/quolls/index.html#resources ) to assist in the current conservation 
effort for this endangered species. 
 

Petrogale penicillata brush-tailed rock-wallaby 

 

The agile and flighty Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby is often seen from the main tourist track to the summit of 
Flinders Peak. 
 
This species is well known to climbers around Queensland as it shares a somewhat similar habitat, albeit 
the wallaby being found on less steep terrain to rock climbers. Climbers will report any observations of this 
wallaby to assist in the current conservation effort for this vulnerable species (listed as Vulnerable under 
both the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Commonwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999). 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
In conclusion, ACAQ acknowledge the known presence of a number of rare and threatened plants and 
animals from the Flinders Peak region, but the knowledge base held within ACAQ has ensured that no 
climbing activities impact any of the known populations of these rare and threatened species, nor are they 
likely to as the habitat of all of the species is not in terrain ever likely to be utilised by climbers. 

http://www.wildlife.org.au/projects/quolls/index.html#resources

